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DETAILED OFFICE ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to the application filed on June 04, 2007. 
Claims 1-25 remain for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC $102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6-9, 11-21, and 23-25, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Chaddha et al., (referred hereinafter as Chaddha) U.S. Patent No. 
6,173,317. 

4. As to claim 8, Chaddha teaches a method for providing media content to a user 
associated with a thin media client, comprising the steps of: 

receiving from the user a request for media content, the media content requested 
by the user comprising at least two instances of media content (col. 2, lines 38-47); 

retrieving the at least two instances of media content (col. 2, lines 26-36); 

pre-processing the at least two instances of media content to create a combined 
data stream of digital media (col. 6, lines 13-21); 
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transmitting the combined data stream to the thin media client (col. 2, lines 62- 
67); and 

rendering the combined data stream at the thin media client to provide the media 
content of the data stream to the user (col. 2, lies 26-37), wherein the thin media client 
is not responsible for performing any pre-processing functions related to the data 
stream (see Fig. 9, wherein the client computer element 240 is not responsible for pre- 
processing functions related to the data stream because it's already processed). 

5. As to claim 9, Chaddha teaches the method for providing media content to a user 
associated with a thin media client of claim 8, wherein the at least two instances of 
media content comprise at least two instances of digital video (col. 2, lines 38-47). 

6. As to claim 1 1 , Chaddha teaches the method for providing media content to a 
user associated with a thin media client of claim 8, wherein the at least two instances of 
media content comprise a digital video data stream having an audio component and an 
audio-only data stream (col. 6, lines 13-21). 

7. As to claim 12, Chaddha teaches the method for providing media content to a 
user associated with a thin media client of claim 1 1 , wherein the step of pre-processing 
comprises the steps of: 

attenuating the audio component from the digital video data stream (col. 6, lines 
13-21); and combining the resulting digital video data stream with the audio-only 
data stream (col. 6, lines 13-21). 
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8. As to claim 13, Chaddha teaches the method for providing media content to a 
user associated with a thin media client of claim 8, wherein the step of retrieving the at 
least two instances of media content comprises the step of retrieving at least one 
instance of media content from the Internet (col. 5, lines 10-28). 

9. As to claim 14, Chaddha teaches the method for providing media content to a 
user associated with a thin media client of claim 8, wherein the step of retrieving the at 
least two instances of media content comprises the step of retrieving at least one 
instance of media content from a media storage device (col. 5, lines 40-53). 

1 0. As to claim 1 5, Chaddha teaches the method for providing media content to a 
user associated with a thin media client of claim 8, wherein the step of retrieving the at 
least two instances of media content comprises the step of retrieving at least one 
instance of media content from a home appliance (col. 5, lines 40-53). 

11. As to claim 16, Chaddha teaches the method for providing media content to a 
user associated with a thin media client of claim 8, wherein the step of retrieving the at 
least two instances of media content comprises the step of retrieving at least one 
instance of media content from a video camera (col. 5, lines 40-53). 

12. As to claim 17, Chaddha teaches the method for providing media content to a 
user associated with a thin media client of claim 10, wherein the source of at least one 
instance of the two instances of digital video is a video camera (col. 5, lines 40-53). 

13. Claims 1-4, 6-7, 18-21 and 23-25 contain similar limitation as claims 8-9, and 11- 
17; therefore, they are rejected under the same rationale. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC 3 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

15. Claims 5, 10, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chaddha et al., (referred hereinafter as Chaddha) U.S. Patent No. 6,173,317 and 
in view of Smyth et al., (Hereinafter referred to as Smyth) U.S. Patent No. 7,007,098. 

Chaddha teaches the claimed invention as described invention, however 
Chaddha does not explicitly teach wherein the step of pre-processing comprises the 
step of combining the at least two instances of digital video into a combined data stream 
in picture-in-picture format. 

Smyth teaches a method of controlling video signals in a multi-participant video 
conference which involves assessing the level of video signal required from each 
participant to mix the desired broadcast video signals, and using the result of this 
assessment to dynamically control the video output from the endpoints of the 
conference participants to handle multiple video streams, the MP may also choose a 
mixing strategy, where the mixing takes the form of combining the video streams from 
all participants into a "picture-in-picture" image, containing reduced images of all 
conference participants, and then transmitting this combined image to each endpoint, so 
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that all participants may be viewed from each desktop (see abstract and col. 2, lines 8- 
17). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teaching of Smyth into the invention of Chaddha 
in order to reduce the amount of images that are displayed at a client device. 

16. EXAMINER NOTE: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in its entirety as potentially teaching of all or 
part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the 
prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 

Response to Arguments 

17. Applicant's arguments filed 06/04/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

1 8. As per applicant argument "Additional pre-processing tasks performed by the 
data processing device, and not by the thin media client, include decoding, decryption, 
encryption, attenuation, and amplification of data streams that are transmitted to a thin 
media client for rendering" 



Application/Control Number: 10/609,051 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2155 



Examiner response: 

The above features upon which applicant relies are not recited in the rejected 
claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from 
the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

19. As per applicant argument "In contrast to the present invention, Chaddha fails to 
teach or disclose a thin media client that is not responsible for performing any pre- 
processing functions related to the data stream transmitted to the thin client. 
Specifically, the client computer 240 of Chaddha is responsible for performing pre- 
processing functions related to a data stream transmitted to the client computer. 

The client computer 240 of Chaddha contains video/audio decoders 964 and an 
annotation interpreter 963 in a client module 960, clearly indicating that the client 
computer performs pre-processing functions related to the data stream. (Figure 9) 
Chaddha states, "... client module 960 is now loaded over web browser 950 for 
processing video/audio and annotation streams (step 1020)." (8:14-18, emphasis 
added) Additionally, encoded video/audio streams are decoded by client computer 
decoder 964 in step 1040. (Figures 9 and 10, 8:60-64) Chaddha states that event data 
and event locator contents of annotation frames are "simply arguments to be passed on 
to client computer 240 to be processed by client computer 240. " (9:14-17) It is clear 
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that the client computer of Chaddha performs various processing and decoding tasks 
associated with the video/audio streams" 

Examiner response: 

The examiner disagrees, the client computer 240 is mainly for displaying the 
video frames and displayable events in a video window and event windows (see col. 2, 
lines 63-67) not for pre-processing. As evidence, by fig. 9 of the prior art, client 
computer (element 240) receives video streams from streaming server and its main duty 
is to display the received data. Therefore, the streams are already processed when they 
arrived at the displaying station (240). Thus, no preprocessing is needed at the client 
computer (element 240). 

The client computer is not responsible for performing any pre-processing 
functions related to the data streams; the pre-processing is done in the producer, 
element 215 Fig. 3 and col. 5, lines 55-65 of the cited reference. 

Furthermore with regards to the argument "Chaddha fails to teach or disclose a 
thin media client that is not responsible for performing any pre-processing functions 
related to the data stream transmitted to the thin client', one of ordinary skill in the art 
would recognize that this argument does not make logical sense because the data 
stream is transmitted to the thin client (computer client as recited in the reference) as 
argued. Thus, why would the thin client (computer client) pre-process the functions 
related to the data stream? Or why would the data stream is transmitted to the thin 
client if the thin client (client compute) is pre-processing functions related to the data 
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streams? Therefore, as clearly explained in the reference the producer element 215 
does the pre-processing and the thin client (computer client) receives the data stream. 

20. As per applicant argument "The client computer of Chaddha does not provide the 
advantages of the thin media client of the present invention, namely those of the 
reduced processing power and bandwidth requirements for the thin media client 

Examiner response: 

The above features upon which applicant relies are not recited in the rejected 
claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from 
the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 
USPQ2d 1 057 (Fed. Cir. 1 993). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shawki S. Ismail whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Shawki Ismail yf 
Patent Examiner /Y // 
December 22, 2006 // // ^ , 



